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Dear FVCC Community,

Thank you to our communities for your support and partnerships. This has been a year of impact 
defined by meaningful progress, transformation and deep community engagement across every 
part of our college. 

Whether a student is preparing to transfer for a four-year degree, enter the workforce or pursue 
a lifelong goal, we are proud to provide the resources and relationships that make their path 
forward possible. 

Our partnerships with school districts, health care providers, local businesses and community 
organizations continue to expand and develop. These connections ensure FVCC programs meet 
the needs of our region and the state, while offering students valuable opportunities to apply their 
learning and gain hands-on experience. 

Thanks to the generosity of our donors and the dedication of our faculty and staff, we continue to 
expand access to and success in education for students of all ages and backgrounds. Their stories, 
many of which are shared in this report, remind us that the ripple effects of education reach far 
beyond the classroom. 

The achievements of every student and the accomplishments resulting from every partnership, 
highlighted in this report, were made possible by your shared commitment to the mission and 
values of FVCC.

With gratitude,

Jane A. Karas, Ph.D.
President, Flathead Valley Community College
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This phrase echoed across campus as FVCC was named one of only 18 
colleges nationwide to receive a prestigious grant from Metallica’s “All Within 
My Hands” Foundation through the Metallica Scholars Initiative. FVCC was 
awarded $75,000 and is the only college in Montana selected for the program.

In the fall, more than 300 FVCC Trades Institute students received stipends to purchase essential 
tools and safety equipment. In the spring, the college used grant funding to launch a hands-on 
credential program, “Introduction to Building Trades,” to further expand workforce readiness.

“Yes, that Metallica.”

HAILY MUNDEL
Welding and Fabrication
Class of 2025

I started in the welding program 
in high school. With scholarships I 
have been able to live on campus 
in student housing and have my 
tuition covered. I can focus my full 
attention on learning.”

This grant comes at a crucial time, as we continue 
to see the demand for skilled workers grow in our 
community and beyond.”

BLAKE THOMPSON
Director 

FVCC Trades Institute

FVCC’s Culinary Institute of Montana also benefited from the grant, 
acquiring a commercial flat-top grill that became central to students’ 
capstone project: creating and operating a pop-up restaurant, Root 
& Rye, featuring gourmet sandwiches made with local ingredients.

TRADES INSTITUTE:
HEAVY METAL AND HIGH IMPACT

17 DEGREES,
CERTIFICATES
AND LICENSURE
OPTIONS

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

TOOLS MANAGER JOHN SINNER
DISTRIBUTING TOOLS BUILDING TRADES CULINARY ARTS WELDING

ELECTRICAL TECHNOLOGY HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
HEATING, VENTILATION,
AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION



Three FVCC programs are expanding access to education and strengthening 
Montana’s workforce statewide.

The college’s land surveying program is now fully online, combining virtual coursework with in-person labs led 
by licensed surveyors across Montana through a partnership with the Montana Association of Registered Land 
Surveyors. Thanks to FVCC Foundation donors who assisted in funding instruction of this innovative model, 
the program is now preparing students across the state for careers critical to Montana’s growth and preservation. 

FVCC’s Medical Laboratory Technology program also offers a distance-hybrid option, partnering with clinical 
sites throughout Montana to train local students for in-demand lab careers. With a 100% certification pass rate 
and all students employed after graduating, the program is helping rural hospitals meet urgent workforce needs.

The paramedicine program has also expanded, offering distance cohorts in Bozeman and Cut Bank. Students 
complete their coursework through telehealth technology, then travel to campus for hands-on labs and gain 
real-world experience through clinical placements in communities across Montana. 

O N  H E A L T H  C A R E

STATEWIDE IMPACT

MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGY

SURVEYING PARAMEDICINE



Across the state, the demand for well-trained professionals in health care 
and human services continues to rise.

At FVCC, programs in nursing, health sciences and substance abuse counseling are answering 
the call. With strong clinical and community partnerships, a focus on real-world experience and 
consistently high outcomes, our students are stepping into critical roles that support and strengthen 
Montana communities.

FVCC’s substance abuse counseling program saw strong enrollment this year, reflecting the growing 
need for trained professionals in Montana. The program prepares students for Licensed Addiction 
Counselor credentials with hands-on, practical training focused on real-world challenges. It’s a vital 
part of our college’s impact on addressing substance use and supporting healthier communities 
across the state.

Twenty students completed the Registered Nursing program, including three from FVCC’s Lincoln 
County campus, and eight earned their Practical Nursing credentials. Graduates in both programs 
achieved over 90% pass rates on their NCLEX exams, exceeding the national average.
This strong success helps address local workforce needs by preparing capable and
committed nurses who are already making an impact in clinics, hospitals and
long-term care facilities throughout the region.

RACHEL THORNTON
Medical Assistant

I’m graduating with my MA certificate, but I will be 
back in the fall as part of the radiologic technology 
program. I chose to continue here because it feels like 
I belong here, thanks to the amazing faculty and staff.”

PREPARING PROFESSIONALS MONTANA NEEDS 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

ROBERT JUHL
Associate of Science

I completed the EMT course 
through Running Start after 
being home schooled. I plan 
on working for the Bigfork Fire 
Department and pursuing my 
doctorate.” 

OLIVIA KRAUSE
Associate of Science Nursing

Right now I work as a CNA, but 
I plan to take a nursing position 
when I graduate. I love my job. 
I love the work. When you’re in 
the hospital as an employee you 
hear so often that the best nurses 
come from FVCC.”
 

MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNICIAN

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

NURSING

RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY 

SURGICAL TECHNOLOGY 



We are proud to celebrate a remarkable milestone this year.

Graduates from FVCC’s Medical Laboratory Technology (MLT), Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) and 
Paramedicine programs all achieved a 100% pass rate on their national certification and licensing exams 
as well as a 100% employment rate.

This outstanding success not only reflects our students’ dedication and hard work, but also highlights 
the impact of FVCC’s career-ready programs. These graduates are now making an immediate 
impact in health care settings across Montana, helping meet workforce needs and improving care 
in their communities.

MASTERING THE MOMENT

100% 100%
PASS RATE EMPLOYMENT RATE

O N  G R O W T H

PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT STUDENTS AND INSTRUCTORS

MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNOLOGYPARAMEDICINE



TRANSFER-READY AND FUTURE FOCUSED

WALTER PEARSON
Culinary Arts and Catering

I have made the decision to go to 
Montana State University and get 
my bachelor of science in hospitality 
management. I received world-class 
training here at FVCC and my second 
year was covered by scholarships. I’m 
excited to take the next step.”

KEVIN FORTIN
Associate of Science

When I graduated high school, I didn’t know what I 
wanted to major in, so coming to FVCC was a good 
choice to explore different interests. Through the 
honors program, I’ve decided what I want to study 
and will head to the University of Montana in the fall 
as a junior. I’ll be studying economics and journalism 
and will be in the Davidson Honors Program.”

FVCC is the first choice for many students starting their college journey 
before transferring to a four-year school.

With affordable tuition, the option to stay close to home and the benefit of smaller class sizes, 
students receive personalized support from exceptional faculty every step of the way. FVCC transfer 
students save thousands of dollars while receiving a strong educational foundation that prepares 
them for success elsewhere. This model not only benefits students but also strengthens Montana’s 
four-year institutions with well-prepared students to finish their bachelor’s degrees.

For Katie Eberhardy, teaching isn’t just part of her future—it’s already part of her every day at FVCC.

I’m studying secondary education so I have the flexibility to 
teach a variety of grades. I worked and went to school and 
had scholarships, so I am transferring to Eastern Washington 
University debt-free.”

2+2 PROGRAM

FVCC’s 2+2 programs are a great option 

for in-district students looking to start close 

to home while saving on tuition. These 

partnerships with Montana universities allow 

students to complete their first two years 

at FVCC before transferring into bachelor’s 

degree programs across the state.

KATIE EBERHARDY
Associate of Arts

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

MUS
PARTNERSHIP

FVCC partners with the Montana University System 

to provide students transfer programs in areas such 

as engineering, computer science/cybersecurity, 

business administration and teacher preparation.

ASU PARTNERSHIP

FVCC and Arizona State University have 

partnered to streamline the transfer process 

through the MyPath2ASU® program. This 

tool offers over 400 guided pathways, helping 

students seamlessly transfer from FVCC, 

maximize credits and reduce time to complete 

their degree.

In her role managing the Makerspace in 
the Broussard Family Library and Learning 
Commons, she’s led hundreds of creative 
workshops over the past two years, 
introducing students and community 
members to everything from resin art to 
3D printing.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation



PAYTON KALLENBERGER
Associate of Arts and Associate of Science

FVCC’s Running Start program continues to expand access to college for 
high school juniors and seniors across Montana.

Students earn their first six college credits tuition-free, with additional courses offered at half the in-district 
tuition rate. Courses are offered online, in high schools and at FVCC, allowing the flexibility for 
students to get a jump on college, save money and build confidence in their academic future.

COLLEGE BEGINS IN HIGH SCHOOL

Running Start student Payton Kallenberger made history 
at Bigfork High School, graduating with her high school 
diploma and at the same time earning two associate 
degrees from FVCC.

Running Start has propelled me to be 
able to start at a university sooner and 
given me some opportunities I wouldn’t 
have had. I hope to be an astronaut. 
I’m headed to the University of Central 
Florida to study aerospace engineering 
and minor in dance.”

Over 1,200 students from 36 high schools, including 
many in rural areas, completed FVCC classes through 
the Running Start program this year.

FVCC TRIO supports students who are the first in their family to attend college, 
students with financial need and those with documented disabilities.

Through personalized advising, academic support and financial guidance, TRIO empowers more 
than 200 students each year to stay on track and reach their educational goals. Piper Hadley is a 
TRIO student mentor to help support students in the program. 

TRIO can be a helpful resource because you have 
access to fellow students who are a little more 
experienced with college who can assist with 
studying or being part of events and activities. We 
also have a lot of great advisors like Jennifer, Leslie 
and Kathy who are amazing and always offer really 
great advice.”

TRIO’S LASTING IMPACT ON 
STUDENT SUCCESS

Leslie Greene, Kathy Frishkorn and Jennifer McKinney support 
students in the TRIO program by connecting them with resources 
like tutoring, academic workshops and events that encourage 
students to connect with each other. They also organize campus 
visits to the University of Montana and Montana State University 
for students considering transferring to continue their education.

Their compassion is so real, so fierce, it changes lives.”

PIPER HADLEY
Substance Abuse

Counseling

21 STUDENTS GRADUATED
HIGH SCHOOL AND
FVCC SIMULTANEOUSLY

ELIJAH MATHIESON
Substance Abuse Counseling and

Goldsmithing & 3D Jewelry Design

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

PANCAKE BREAKFAST SUPPORT PANEL



The FVCC Honors Program offers students an opportunity to challenge 
themselves through small, discussion-based classes in a dedicated 
honors classroom, with courses that emphasize critical thinking, 
research and leadership. 

Honors students receive scholarships that cover their tuition for up to two semesters as they 
complete the program’s academic and service components.

GRACE STEINDORF
Honors Program Graduate

I know I’m going to have an easier time 
transitioning to university, having started 
here at FVCC.”

THE HONORS EDGE MARTY MULLINS
Co-Director, Honors Program
Adjunct Faculty, History & Political Science

We have had a terrific few years with these 
students. They are a big part of the recent 
growth of the program. Students and parents 
both are sharing their positive experiences 
with others.”

CONRAD RAUSCHER
Director, Honors Program​
Associate Professor, English Division Chair, Humanities

The honors conference is an excellent 
opportunity for students to showcase 
their research and their work. It’s also an 
opportunity for the community to come in 
and experience the progress these students 
have made.”

HONORS STUDENTS IN DENVER

This spring, with assistance from the FVCC 
Foundation, nine honors students and two faculty 
members traveled to Denver for the Western 
Regional Honors Council Conference, where five 
students presented their research to peers and 
faculty from across the West. The trip provided a 
valuable academic and cultural experience-students 
not only strengthened their public speaking skills 
but also connected with other honors students, 
exchanging ideas and forming friendships. When not 
presenting, the group explored Denver’s museums 
and downtown, broadening their perspectives 
and building bonds that continue to enrich FVCC’s 
growing honors community.



After a successful career in restaurant management and her current 
role at the Montana Veterans’ Home, Tamara Fraser returned to 
school to earn the high school credential she narrowly missed by 
one credit, due to the birth of her son, 38 years ago. Despite her 
professional accomplishments, Tamara was determined to finally 
complete this milestone.

 It was the best decision I have ever made   
 for myself,”

she shared during her heartfelt graduation speech. Her journey is 
a testament to the power of perseverance and the deeply personal 
meaning of educational achievement. She’s even considering 
returning to FVCC to pursue a nursing degree in the future.

FROM HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALEN CY TO COLLEGE AND CAREER

Through in-person and online instruction, FVCC’s Adult Education 
program provides a path to a earn a high school diploma.

Students vary in age and life circumstances—they include youth who have withdrawn from school, 
adults seeking a second chance and immigrants working toward a better future. The 5-week 
program is “no cake walk” says instructor Pennie Parish. 

FVCC staff help graduates take their next step, whether that means entering the workforce or 
continuing their education through one of FVCC’s programs. Beyond high school equivalency, Adult 
Education offers integrated training and workforce literacy that directly connect learners to local 
job opportunities. We collaborate with the Kalispell School District, local employers and Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act partners such as Jobs for Montana’s Graduates, Job Service 
and Vocational Rehab. Additionally, the judicial system refers individuals to our program as part of 
rehabilitation efforts.

TAMARA FRASER
Adult Education Graduate

CHARLIE BALL
Director
Adult Education

This program is more than a classroom–it’s a lifeline. 
We serve individuals from all walks of life: students 
seeking a path to college, parents working full time 
to support their families, adults who want to move up 
in their careers and grandparents who want to show 
that it’s never too late to earn a diploma. Our students 
come here because they want more for themselves 
and for their families, and we get to be the ones who 
help them take that first step.”

CHARLIE BALL
Director, Adult Education

350
300

STUDENTS FROM FLATHEAD, 
LAKE, LINCOLN AND
SANDERS COUNTIES

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY 
TESTS PAID FOR BY THE
FVCC FOUNDATION



DR. ELIZA SORTE-THOMAS & DR. KATIE CLARKE
League Excellence Award Recipients

Dr. Eliza Sorte-Thomas and Dr. Katie Clarke were the only Montanans recognized nationally by the League 
for Innovation in the Community College this year. Nominated by FVCC’s Vice President of Academic 
and Student Affairs Bryan Brophy-Baermann, Sorte-Thomas leads the early childhood education 

F A C U L T Y HEATHER MAESTAS
Student Leaders Grant Recipient

Heather, a dedicated member of the FVCC 
food pantry team, secured a $500 Student 
Leaders grant from the Montana Campus 
Network for Civic Engagement. She 
used the funds to create a powerful hunger 
awareness event that engaged participants 
with an eye-opening look at food insecurity 
both locally and globally, and featured guest 
speaker Todd Lengacher from the Montana 
Food Bank Network.

PIPER HADLEY
Montana Campus Network 
George M. Dennison Civic
Engagement Scholar

Piper was honored for her 
civic leadership and service. A 
substance abuse counseling 
student, she mentors first-
generation college students and 
volunteers with a grief camp, 
making a meaningful impact in 
her community.

COLTON LITTLE
Montana Student Volunteer 
Award Recipient

Colton was recognized for his 
outstanding community service 
while pursuing his degree. As a 
Student Government Senator, 
he organized voter registration 
drives, served on the Budget 
Committee and represented 
FVCC students at the state level.

RACHEL THORNTON
Student Voting Honor Roll

Rachel earned a spot on the 
ALL IN Campus Democracy 
Challenge’s 2025 Student Voting 
Honor Roll for her leadership in 
promoting nonpartisan voter 
engagement at FVCC. In her role 
as Student Government Vice 
President, she brings energy to 
every activity she attends.

S T U D E N T SRECOGNIZING SUCCESS

FVCC LIBRARY
Excellent Library Service Award

FVCC Library was recognized with the 2025 
Excellent Library Service Award by the Montana 
State Library, honoring its commitment to 
outstanding service and student support. One of 
just 30 libraries statewide to earn the distinction in 
the final year of the program, FVCC stood out for 
its innovation and impact.

The library is home to the ever-growing Makerspace, 
offering hands-on workshops for students and 
community members, as well as a dedicated 
podcasting studio and writing lab.

S T A F F

program and Clarke teaches 
communications. They also 
co-chair FVCC’s Teaching and 
Learning Center, supporting 
faculty across campus.

Their collaborative leadership 
through the Teaching and 
Learning Center has fostered 
a culture of innovation, 
mentorship and continuous 
improvement in the classroom, 
positively impacting both 
faculty and student success.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation



CLASS OF 2025



Ida Whittet, 87, delivered an inspiring address at 
commencement as a graduating honors student in 
graphic design.

IDA WHITTET TITLE

Her journey began in 2007, when she enrolled in a class at 
FVCC to build a website for her grandson’s band—but nearly 
two decades later, she completed the entire program, having 
also explored a variety of other classes along the way. Long 
before earning her degree, Ida taught college students and 
even nuclear physicists in China, despite never finishing college 
herself. Her story is a testament to lifelong learning, resilience 
and the deep community she found at FVCC.

IDA WHITTET, WITH HONORS

O N  C O M M U N I T Y

GRAPHIC DESIGN GRADUATES AND INSTRUCTORS



The Wachholz College Center’s 2024-2025 season offered an inspiring blend 
of world-class performance and visual art. 

A sold-out concert by legendary cellist Yo-Yo Ma and an unforgettable evening with acclaimed 
author and physician Dr. Abraham Verghese were among the year’s standout events.

In the Wanda Hollensteiner Art Gallery, visitors experienced a range of exhibitions, including a stunning 
Japanese art collection of antique woodblock prints, kimonos and netsuke; an exhibit of contemporary 
ceramics by Charlie Davis and Brad Fabel; an evocative solo show by sculptor Adrian Arleo; and a 
striking presentation of the Bibler Collection of Inuit Art. These offerings reflect FVCC’s commitment 
to world-class cultural opportunities and the powerful economic impact made possible by FVCC 
Foundation donors.

WACHHOLZ COLLEGE CENTER: HITTING ALL THE RIGHT NOTES

July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 season

111
TOTAL EVENTS

81
TICKETED

PUBLIC EVENTS

50,721
PATRONS

30
PRIVATE

NON-TICKETED EVENTS

BIBLER INUIT EXHIBIT

DR. ABRAHAM VERGHESE TOAD THE WET SPROCKET STEP AFRIKA

YO-YO MA CERAMICS EXHIBIT

CHAMPIONS OF MAGIC



The FVCC Foundation continues to create life-changing opportunities for 
students through scholarships and donor-supported initiatives. This past year, 
the Foundation provided more than $2 million in scholarship support to 
687 students.

This included nearly 300 high school equivalency tests for Adult Education students–
removing financial barriers and helping more learners take the next step in their education or 
careers. The Foundation also awarded three new Transformation Scholarships, supporting 
students pursuing substance abuse counseling and small business development with up 
to $20,000 each.

This year, FVCC  was proud to honor Lucy Smith with the 
Eagle Award for her years of dedicated leadership, vision 
and generosity. A true supporter of her community, Lucy’s 
volunteer work includes involvement with organizations 
such as the Glacier Symphony and Chorale, the Whitefish 
Community Foundation, Rotary, Women Who Wine, the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and Literacy Volunteers.

The FVCC Foundation’s flagship event, Festival of Flavors, 
raised over $400,000 for student scholarships this year. 
In addition, the college received more than $92,000 
through the Great Fish Community Challenge, thanks 
to generous community contributions and a full match 
of $14,500 from the Whitefish Community Foundation. 
The annual Bibler Home and Garden Strolls, held each 
spring and summer, raised over $17,000 this year.

To every donor who gives–we are so grateful. Your generosity 
helps students dream bigger, aim higher and achieve more.

THE IMPACT OF GENEROSITY

Endowed scholarship supporter Steve Armstrong shared his story at 
the Donor Scholarship Reception, reflecting on how he and his late 
wife were both shaped by the power of education and the support 
they received along their own journeys as lifelong educators.

I’ve added the FVCC Foundation to my estate plan 
so scholarships will continue into the future. By 
doing this, we are fulfilling the goal of educating 
the future generations.”

OVER

$2M
IN SCHOLARSHIPS

687
STUDENTS

LUCY SMITH

CASEY METAYER STEVE ARMSTRONG

FESTIVAL OF FLAVORS SPRING EVENT

GREAT FISH FUN RUN

GRAND WINE TASTING EVENT

TRANSFORMATION SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

GRAND WINE TASTING EVENT

SCHOLARSHIP  RECEPTION BIBLER HOME AND GARDEN STROLLS



THANK YOU DONORS

The Honor Roll of Donors includes donors who have contributed from January 1, 2024 to April 1, 2025. 

Legacy Circle
The Legacy Circle is composed of friends who have remembered Flathead Valley Community College through the establishment of an FVCC 
endowment fund, bequest or other planned gift–establishing a lasting legacy.

American Association of University Women Endowed Scholarship Fund
Dr. George Antunes
Steve Armstrong
Rich Baars Trades Endowed Scholarship Fund
Sandy Slater Endowed Scholarship Fund
Kathy and Greg Barkus
Ervin and Marie Bauer Endowed Scholarship Fund
The Beyer Family Foundation Endowed Scholarship Fund
Bigfork Fire District – Ralph Barton Endowed Scholarship Fund
Founding President Dr. Larry J. Blake, Sr., Endowed Scholarship Fund
Kim and Mick Blodnick
William M. Boehme, M.D.
Edward L. and Mabel Engene Bogut Endowed Scholarship Fund
James Bonnet, M.D.
Bonnet-Robbins Endowed Nursing Scholarship Fund
Barbara Boorman
John Bowdish
Jerome and Rebecca Broussard Family Endowed Scholarship Fund
Brent Buchele, M.D.
The Mary Grace Houlberg Certainty Scholarship Endowment Fund
Theodore Chase Honors Symposium Endowment Fund
Constance Gregory Cohen Endowed Scholarship Fund
Community Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Shari Courser/Shari Courser Nursing Scholarship Fund
Cox Study Abroad Endowed Scholarship Fund
Steve and Sue Cummings Endowed Scholarship Fund
James and Doris Monk Daley Endowed Scholarship Fund
Candice Thornton Day

Diamond Marketing, Inc./Diamond Auto Glass
Diogenes Award Endowment Fund
Selma Dodge Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Ila B. Dousman Endowed Scholarship Fund
Rose and James Ennis Endowed Scholarship Fund
Mary Fetter Endowed Scholarship Fund
Flathead County Tavern Association Endowed Scholarship Fund
Flathead Electric Cooperative, Inc. Endowed Scholarship Fund
Flathead Valley Community College Alumni Endowed Scholarship Fund
Flathead Valley Community College Theatre Endowment Fund
Marion Foley
Doris C. Forkin Endowed Scholarship Fund
Kathy and Marshall Friedman
Linnea Ghilardi and Steve Armstrong Endowed Scholarship for
	 Medical Professions
Mary and Harry Gibson Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Glacier Bank Endowed Scholarship Fund
Shelly Gonzales
Jim Gordley Endowed Scholarship Fund
Lawrence A. Goroski Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Eugene E. and Barbara P. Graf Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
The Leonard M. Greene Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Helen, Henry, and Joyce Greve Endowed Scholarship Fund
Ora and Stanley Halvorson Endowed Scholarship Fund
Ella Hanley and Jacobson Family Endowed Scholarship Fund
Fay Harwood
John J. and Mary Hansen Endowed Scholarship Fund
Philip A. and Bonnie J. Henault Vocational Endowed Scholarship Fund

A RECIPE FOR OPPORTUNITY

Erin Abbott, FVCC Culinary Arts and Catering student, graduated this spring 
without student debt. Thanks to the generosity of scholarship donors, Erin 
has been able to focus on her education without the financial stress that 
holds many students back.

“Thanks to your scholarships and donors like you, absolutely none of this has come out of my own 
pocket,” she shared at the Donor Scholarship Reception. “I’ve been able to work when I can, go to 
school and really focus on my studies.”

Erin grew up in Bigfork, where her family faced a number of challenges. Her mother battled mental 
illness and passed away when Erin was young. A few years later, her father was seriously injured in 
a car accident. Although he made a remarkable recovery, the experience left a lasting impact, and 
the family experienced financial hardship. It wasn’t until her later high school years that Erin began 
to see the path forward-thanks in large part to the support of her community and the opportunities 
available to her.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Supported by the FVCC Foundation

You really, really make a difference 
for all of these young people at 
this school. I can’t say thank you 
enough.”

“I remembered all of the super kind adults growing up,” 
she said. “These people are here to make a difference and I 
wanted to take advantage of that.”

Erin applied for every scholarship she could find–writing 
essays, creating art and staying deeply involved in school 
activities. Her determination paid off.

With support from the FVCC Foundation and 
other community donors, Erin graduated 
debt-free and is ready for what’s next. 

ERIN ABBOTT
Culinary Arts and Catering

Class of 2025

To our incredible donors,

Thank you. Your unwavering commitment is truly transformative, and we are profoundly grateful for 
your generous support of scholarships, programs and facilities at FVCC.

Because of you, FVCC can continue to uphold its mission to promote excellence in lifelong learning, 
focused directly on student success and addressing the evolving needs of our community. Your 
contributions empower students to pursue their educational goals, equip our programs with the 
resources needed for innovation and enhance our facilities to provide an optimal learning environment.

Every scholarship awarded, every program strengthened and every facility improvement directly 
impacts the lives of our students and the vitality of the Flathead Valley. We are deeply thankful for 
your partnership in fostering a brighter future for all.

Sincerely,

Tagen Vine
Chief Development Officer



$5,000 and Above

Laura G. Barrett Endowment
Lana and Joe Batts
David and Sandy Berman
Bibler Foundation Inc.
Todd and Lannette Bloom
Dr. William M. Boehme
Rebecca Broussard
Sarah Broussard
The Broussard Family Charitable Foundation	
Jerome Broussard and Elizabeth Lendrum
Keith and Charlotte Brown
Dr. Brent Buchele
Central Heating, Cooling, Plumbing & Electrical - 	
	 Debbi and Dave Waldenberg
Randall and Susan Chesler
Chevron Matching Employee Funds
Brian Clark
Butch and Janet Clark
John and Elaine Cowan Trust
Rennie Corrigan
Cushing Terrell
The Daily Inter Lake
Margaret S. Davis and Bruce L. Ennis
Mark and Chris Delorme
Delta Air Lines Foundation
Dennis and Phyllis Washington Foundation
Eaves Family Foundation - Hayden Eaves
Maria Drey and Tom Hughes
Lynn and Bennett Dykstra
David and Michelle Fetveit
First Interstate Bank
First Interstate BancSystem Foundation
The Floyd Foundation
Kirk Gentry
Peter Graziano

Hammer Nutrition
William and Karen Harrison
Jonathan and Kelli Hayden
Dallas and Susan Herron
James Hollensteiner
John and Donna Holmstul
Jarecki Charitable Foundation Trust -
	 Chuck and Penny Jarecki
Robert and Patricia Jepsen
Stephen P. Johnson , DDS
Barbara Jefts and Dave Haymond
Doug Jones
Jordahl and Sliter, PLLC
Jane Karas
Walter and Nancy Kuhn
Logan Health
Logan Health Foundation
Estate of C. K. Logue
Bob and Joanne Lopp
Charles Ludden, MD
Lyle E. Mitchell Insurance Agency, Inc. - 
	 State Farm
Gilbert and Joyce Lynch
John and Ellen MacMillan
Markovich Family Charitable Foundation
Marsh McLennan Agency - Tyler Wells
Rhona Meislik
Bill and Marci Mercer
Leslie Mercord and Reed Blackburn
Michael H. Meszaros
Montana Wooden Boat Foundation
Jacqueline and Tim Montoya
Northwest Drywall & Roofing Supply, Inc. -
	 Pam and Mike Mower
James T. Oliverson
Gwyn and Andrew Palchak
Park Side Credit Union

Marla Jean Paxson
Teresa Quinn
Nir and Cherie Regev
Louisa Reid
Edward and Cora Remus
Chris Ridder and Susan Moffitt
Darrah and Chris Rogers
Char Rygg
Sacred Waters
Mark and Marcella Sandry
Craig and Joan Sanford
Everit and Nikki Sliter
Justin and Jennifer Sliter
Lucy Smith
Snow Peak Wealth Advisors/Raymond James - 	
	 Jeannie Luckey
Tom and Irene Snyder
Owen E. Sowerwine Foundation Endowment Fund
Travis and Rachel Steindorf
Margaret and Rod Stell
Gordon Stillie and Pamela Totten
Lisa and Al Stinson
Summit Beverage
Swank Enterprises
Ray and Ladeine Thompson
Frank Toavs
Total Family Giving Fund
Bruce and Sandy Tutvedt
Linda and Andy Viens
Paul D. Wachholz
Steve and Ardy Whisler
The Windmill Foundation, Inc.
Whitefish Community Foundation
Whitefish Credit Union
Suzy Williams
Wirt and Linda Yerger

One Anonymous Donor

Thelma Hetland

Mark Hodgson and Dorothy Jaquette Hodgson Memorial Endowed
	 Scholarship Fund
Honoring Excellence in Teaching Arman Goplen Endowed Scholarship Fund
Marjory and Alvin Jacobson Memorial Art Endowed Scholarship Fund
Charles M. and Henrietta M. Jarecki Endowment Fund for
	 Student Loan Repayment
Jane Karas Excellence Endowment Fund
Charlotte Kempf Johnson Endowed Scholarship Fund
M. E. K. Johnson Endowment for Surgical Technology
Paula Johnson Endowed Scholarship Fund
Rita Johnson Endowment Fund for Nursing Students
Junkermier, Clark, Campanella, and Stevens
Melissa and Pierre Kaptanian
Nan and Dave Klehm Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Mary E. Knotts Endowed Scholarship Fund
Konsberg Endowed Scholarship Fund
Walter Kuhn Sr., Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Robert and Mary Lacy Scholarship Trust
Ellen H. Laidlaw Endowed Scholarship Fund
Lil and Jim Laidlaw
Marcia and Tom Laux
Cindy and Jeff Lewis
C. K. Logue Endowed Scholarship Fund
Karen Longhart Memorial Mathematics Education Endowed Scholarship Fund
Robert Lopp Family Endowed Scholarship Fund
Joyce and Gilbert Lynch Endowed Scholarship Fund
Ellen and John MacMillan Endowed Scholarship Fund
Rose and Ray Malson Endowed Scholarship Fund
Kennen David Marksbury Memorial Nursing Scholarship Fund
Mattson Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Walt and Mary Louise Mauritson Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Bill and Lois McClaren Endowed Scholarship Fund
Jerry Meerkatz Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Jerry and Rhona Meislik Endowment Fund
Perry and Luella Melton and Stephen F. Hagel Memorial Endowed
	 Scholarship Fund
Kathryn and Chuck Mercord
Mercord Family Endowed Scholarship Fund
Mercord Family Scholars Program Endowment Fund
Meredith Construction Co. Endowment for Building and Construction Trades
Curtis and Evelyn Mitchell Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Mary Alice and Michael Moffitt
Doug and Patsi Morton Endowment Fund
Paul Boe Mosby Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Sylvia Brassett Murphy Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Bob Nystuen Glacier Bank Endowed Scholarship Fund
Marian F. and Ivan L. O’Neil Endowed Scholarship Fund
Terri Parsons Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Patyk Foundation Endowed Scholarship Fund
Robert Peccia & Associates Endowed Scholarship Fund for Civil Engineering
	 and Land Surveying Students
Thomas C. Perry Endowed Scholarship Fund
Dustin Petersen Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Debbie and Jim Peterson Family Endowed Scholarship Fund
Amy Gordley Piunti Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Red Lion Hotels Endowed Scholarship Fund
Rhoades Family Endowed Scholarship Fund
Mel Ruder – Ruder Educational Endowment Fund
Running Start Endowed Scholarship Fund
Christopher Savage Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Scholarship for Higher Education Endowment Fund
Serving Those Who Served – FVCC Veterans’ Association Endowed
	 Scholarship Fund
Everit and Nikki Sliter Endowed Scholarship Fund
Ralene Sliter Student Success Endowed Scholarship Fund

Sliters Lumber and Building Supply Endowed Scholarship Fund for the 	
	 Industrial Arts
Ned Sohl Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Sons of Norway of Kalispell, Montana Endowed Scholarship Fund
Owen E. Sowerwine, Alton Pearce, and Milton Mercord Memorial Endowed 	
	 Scholarship Fund
Dr. Charles E. and Lottie (Hartsoch) Stewart Endowed Scholarship Fund
Joe and Ellie Stimpson Endowed Scholarship Fund
Lisa and Al Stinson – Stinson Family Foundation
Stockman Bank Advancement Endowed Scholarship Fund
Robbie Sullivan Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Sullivan Family Endowed Scholarship Fund
Cal Tassinari/Flathead Land Trust Endowed Scholarship Fund
Breonna Taylor Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Mary Treloar Endowed Scholarship Fund
TRIO Employee Endowed Scholarship Fund
Karen and Mark Tuttle
Dick Uhde Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Colleen Sweeney Unterreiner Endowed Scholarship Fund
James Andrew Vale Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Scott Vallely Soldiers Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Paul D. Wachholz
Paul D. Wachholz Endowed Scholarship Fund
Holly Jean Larson and Bernard Walz Music Endowed Scholarship Fund
Fay and Thain White Endowment Fund
Patricia D. McMillan White Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Whitefish Mountain Resort Endowed Scholarship Fund
Suzy and Paul Williams
Paul T. Williams Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund
Windmill Foundation Endowed Scholarship Fund

Annual Scholarship Funds

Ardi Aiken Memorial/Bigfork Center for the Performing Arts Foundation
Mitchell Lester Anderson Memorial
Area High School Theatre
Barce Family
Vivian Beardslee Memorial
Peggy Casey Theatre
Class of ’61, Inc.
Cobb Foundation
Cobb Foundation Nursing
Complete Restoration Emergency Services
Chuck and Renn Corrigan Scholarship Fund
Andrew Crawford Accelerator Scholarship
Create It Forward - Artists & Craftsmen of the Flathead
Culinary Institute of Montana
Steve and Sue Cummings
Eagle Scholarship
Joanne E. Eaves Memorial Scholarship for Culinary Arts
Express Employment Professionals
Flathead Chapter of the Montana Society of CPAs
Flathead Farm Mutual Insurance Co.
FVCC Foundation Achievement
FVCC Foundation Inspiration
FVCC Foundation MAIS Scholarship
FVCC Foundation Occupational Trades
FVCC Foundation Running Start
FVCC Foundation Study Abroad
FVCC Foundation Summer
FVCC Foundation Transformation
FVCC Merit Award
FVCC/LCC Employee Sponsored
Friendship House
Gianforte Family Foundation
Glacier Restaurant Group R.I.S.E.

The FVCC Foundation recognizes all donors who have given $5,000 or more between 
January 1, 2024-April 1, 2025. We extend our gratitude for your generosity and commitment 
to the future of your FVCC community.

Legacy Circle (continued) Gene Haas Foundation
Linda M. Hammerberg Memorial
Kathy and Marvin Hansen Scholarship Fund
David Haymond and Barbara Jefts Scholarship Fund
Jean Houseworth Memorial Art
Iliff and Schauer Memorial
Melody Hawkey Johnson Culinary Program Scholarship
Kalispell Daybreak Rotary
Kalispell Lions Club
Walter Kuhn, Sr. Memorial
La Serenissima
T & D Lindsey
Joyce and Gilbert Lynch Culinary Arts Scholarship
Mary Ann Lund Nursing
Math Excellence Award
Wallace E. McCulloch Memorial
Siri McWhorter Memorial
Montana Legends Memorial Run for the Vets
Montana’s Future Manufacturing Workforce
Gary Morris Musical Theatre
Garrett Mulholand Memorial Scholarship
North Star Fund Nursing

Nyeste-Regling-Whitehouse Family
O’Neil/Truckner Single Parent
PEO Chapter AB
Members of PEO Chapter BM
PEO Chapter BR
PEO Chapter C Friends of FVCC
Sally Porcarelli Soroptimist Education Scholarship Fund
Bob Rhea Memorial Theatre
Rotary Club of Kalispell Daybreak
Philip J. Rygg Memorial
Sargent di Venezia
Sunriser Lions Club for Running Start Students
Richard Thompson Memorial Scholarship Fund
Tracy Foundation Honoring Mike Mansfield
Sarah Garrison Truman Single Parent
Cindy Viano Memorial Fund
Dennis & Phyllis Washington Foundation
Karla West Music Program
Wilke-Brooner Elementary Education
Patricia D. McMillan White
Whitefish Credit Union
Whitefish Rotary Club
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Bryan Brophy-Baermann, Ph.D.
Vice President, Academic and 

Student Affairs

Lisa M. Blank, Ph.D.
Executive Director,

Workforce Development

Jane A. Karas, Ph.D.
President

Tagen Vine, M.B.A.
Chief Development Officer,

Foundation
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Administration and Finance/CFO
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Information Technology
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STAFF

Jessica Hanson, Chair  |  David Fetveit, Vice Chair  |  Joe Kola, Treasurer

Walter Kuhn, Past Chair  |  Callie Langohr, FVCC Board of Trustees Liaison

FVCC ADMINISTRATION

Russ Barnes
Tracy Freeman
Kirk Gentry
Nancy Gordley
Mark Johnson

Melissa Kaptanian
Natalie Keller
Patrice LaTourelle
Donna Lawson-Marshall
Cindy Lewis

Jacquie Montoya
Kim Nystuen
Nancy O’Kelly
Chris Ridder
Justin Sliter

Lucy Smith
Al Stinson
Debbi Waldenberg

Suzy Williams

Lin Akey
Josh Auerhammer
Kathy Barkus
Frank Garner
Megan Gordley
Lynne Hilleboe

Chris Hyatt
Lil Laidlaw
Dorothy Laird
Nancy Lamar
Kathy Mercord
Leslie Mercord

Aaron Mower
Marylou Patterson
Cherie Regev
Lisa Schnee
Margie Simpson

Roger Somerville
Ellie Stimpson

Darrell Worm

Ruth Wright

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Tagen Vine  |  Sue Evans  |  Molly Wright  |  Kimberly Carr

FVCC FOUNDATION BOARD

$1,000 to $4,999
AGL Foundation - Monica Pastor

Victor and Barbara Andersen

Chip and Kate Andrews

Jena and Pend Armistead

Steve Armstrong

Artists & Craftsmen of the Flathead

Nan and Turner Askew

Craig Asuchak

Richard and Carol Atkinson

Summerfield and Julie Baldridge

Baracker Flynn Foundation -

	 Colette Baracker-Flynn

Greg and Kathy Barkus

Russ Barnes

Beargrass Leather

William and Susanne Beck

David Beyer and Janelle Farley-Beyer

Carol Bibler and Jim Watson

Suzanne Booker

Bryan Brophy-Baermann

Nels and Sally Broste

Brotherhood of Locomotive

     Engineers and Trainmen

Jack and Kathy Brown

Kirk and Harriet Bryan

Faith Brynie

Tom and Victoria Bundy

Gary Butterfield

Barbara Calm

Tom and Kristine Carlson

James and Janice Case

John Chaney

Chapter BR PEO of Whitefish

Chapter C PEO Friends of FVCC

The Cobb Foundation

Kris Colborn

John and Anne Collins 	

Core Water Consulting - 

	 Mikel Siemens

Linda Cornutt

Ed and Sue Corrigan

Brenden and Karyn Craig

Andrew and Kara Crawford

D.A. Davidson and Co.

Davidson Companies

Gregg and Deborah Davis

Duncan Scott Law Firm

David and Patricia Dunn

William and Mary Eisenlohr

John and Marian Emerson

David and Goldie Enger

Bart and Carole Erickson

The Flathead Beacon

Flathead Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Flathead Farm Mutual Insurance Co.

Michael and Kate Fraser

Tracy and Bruce Freeman

Marshall and Kathy Friedman

Frugals

Laura Garbacz

Debby Gardner

Janelle Gentry

Glacier Bancorp, Inc.

Glacier Bank

Patrick and Stephanie Gulick

Cheryl and Patrick Hanes

Cherie Hansen and Rob Wink

Jessica Hanson

Kelly Harrington

Susan Harris

Robin and Craig Harrison

Heck Family Foundation

Carol and Robert Hermes

Douglas and Cathy Hetrick

Connie and Trence Hitchcock

Scott Hooper

House of S&M - Chef Star Ironside

Derek and Heather Houseworth

Matthew and Marissa Hoyne

David and Manda Hudak

Ila B. Dousman Fund, Inc.

Renee Marie Iverson

Paul and Ann Jeremiassen

Ann Johnson and Marise Johnson

Patrick and Vicky Mae Johnson

Frederic and Sarah Jones

Jacquie Jordan

Kalispell Chamber of Commerce

Kalispell Daybreak Rotary

Pierre and Melissa Kaptanian

Clay and Natalie Keller

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Joe and Tracy Kola

Jude and Julie Konat

Nancy Lamar

Mike and Callie Langohr

Kurt and Carol Larson

Donna Lawson-Marshall and

	 Kevin Marshall

Patrice LaTourelle

Jim and Deanne Lehner

Pat Leiser

Jeffrey and Cindy Lewis

Sydney Lillard and Karen Perser

Al and Maggie Logan

Lynette Lorenzen

Patty Markuson

Lois McClaren

Marjory McClaren and Fred Longhart

Frances Meerkatz

Edward Meier

Kathryn Mercord

Fred and Carole Meyer

Julie Moffitt and Jim Strainer

Michael and Mary Alice Moffitt

James and Randy Mohn

Gerald Molen

Montana Legends Memorial

	 Run for the Vets

Montana West Economic Development

Karl and Carol Moody

Steve and Tamara Mora

Patsi Morton

Mountain States Association of

	 Community Colleges

Mountain West Plastic Surgery and 	

	 Medical Spa

Doug and Barbara Nelson

Joel and Linda Nelson

Pete and Carol Nelson

NEO Philanthropy

Judy Nesbitt

Matthew and Karen Nickels

Nite Owl and Back Room Restaurant -

	 Marka and Steve Marquesen

Nancy O’Kelly

William and Laurie O’Leary

Dr. and Mrs. Tom Origitano

Jack and Andrea Palmer

Robert and Laurie Pariseau

Steve and Bettina Patyk

PEO Chapter AB

Tom and Ann Perry

Pioneer Heating & Cooling -

	 Ray Lasa and Tammy Smathers

Michele Purcell

Charles and Linda Ream

Rebecca Farm

Kelly Redfield and Dan Zlogar

Bob and Margi Riso

Annie Robbins

Robert Peccia & Associates

Rita Robertson

Alan and Mary Ruby

William and Cheryl Sanderson

John and Carol Santa

Elaine Sather

Chad and Amber Scherwinski

David and Kerri Schultz

Mike and Marie Shaw

Janna and Jamie Shennan

Larry and Marjorie Simpson

Jeff Smith

Kirsten and Michael Smith

Soroptimists of Whitefish

Joseph and Deanne Sramek

Jay and Susan Stadler

David and Tina Steely

August and Jennifer Stein

Ellie Stimpson

Stockman Bank

Mark and Carol Sullivan

Marty and Julia Sunde

Sunriser Lions Club

Tara and Mike Todd

Twin Turbo Mobile Auto Detailing

Colleen and Joe Unterreiner

US Bank

Valley Bank of Kalispell

Tagen and Carrie Vine

Benjamin and Katherine Ward

Virginia Wheeler

Whitefish Mountain Resort

Bonnie and John Whitehouse

William and Kristy Whitsitt

Darrell Worm

Susan Yarger

Two Anonymous Donors

$500 to $999
Pete and Vivienne Akey

Dennis Allison and Adele Goldberg

Alpine Sprinklers & Landscaping

Jan Arnett

Bryce and Jenny Baker

JT Baker

Janet Bali

Roger Barber and Mary Van Buskirk

Michael and Susan Barth

Roger and Beth Barth

Ed and Marilyn Bartlett

Bill and Betsy Bayne

Anita and Randall Beach

Annie Beall

Karen Benson

David Beyer and

	 Janelle Farley-Beyer

Bigfork Center for the Performing 	

	 Arts Foundation

Charis Birchall

Ema Braunberger

Christopher and Patty Brennan

Bob and Sue Brown

Curtis and Karen Brown

Burlington Northern Santa Fe 	

	 Railway

Luther and Dorothy Campbell

Kathleen Chollman

Dana and Stephanie Christensen

Lane and Denise Clack

Stuart and Rebecca Crane

Kristen and Sid Daoud

Jan Duncan

Kristy Ehrmantraut and

	 Rich Haptonstall

FICO Corp

First Montana Bank

Sally Furrer

Frank and Teresa Garner

John Gates

Great Northern Whitewater Raft

	 and Resort

Joyce Greve

Douglas and Leslie Griffith

Effie Guo

Jean Hagan

Rachel Hairston

William and Phylis Hanna

Ed Hannigan

Michael Hannley and Kelly Olson

Tom and Sue Harding

Jamie Heinle

David and Karin Hergesheimer

Richard and Suzanne Hildner

Lynne Hilleboe

Mark and Marcy Holston

The Homestead

Joel and Lucy Huff

Steven Hutchison

Melissa Jones

Kellie Kulseth

Lake McDonald Cabin -

	 Robert and Paula Sandman

Fred and Constance Leistiko

Tim and Darla Lindsey

Amy Marmer and John Ataman

Wendy and Nick Marshall

Joe and Leah McCracken

William and Renee Moseley

Aaron T. Mower

Mary Pat Murphy

My Place

Barbara and Douglas Nelson

Ivan O’Neil and Geraldine Souhrada

Walter Pearson

Katie and Bobby Pfennigs

Stan and Debbie Pine

Kristine Powers

Tim Price

Seth and Kari Probert

Brenda and Ron Profitt

Tanya Ramirez

Hank and Sue Ricklefs

Traci Roberts

Kira Rodriguez

Bonnie Runge

Sacajawea Hotel

Nicole Sanford

Peter and Karen Saunders

Mike and Shannon Schardt

Eric M. Schmidt

Kelly and Brent Schwager

Steve and Jane Sekelsky

Shepherd’s Hand

Susan E. Smith

James and Carol Stupack

Victoria Tanko

Jodi Thew

Cooke and Reed Thompson

James and Betty Thompson

Rachel Thompson

John and Sylvia Trundle

Laura and Jason VanDeKop

Beverly Warren-Leigh

Terry and Sally Welder

Christopher Williams

Doug and Bet Wise

Jean Wix

Woods Bay Wine

Brad Wright and Heidi Ulbricht

Ruth Wright

Pamela Young

Arina Yuzhakova

Gene and Kim Zipp

One Anonymous Donor

Every effort has been made to ensure this report is correct. Any errors or omissions should be reported to the Foundation Office by calling 406.756.3963. 
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